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Who are the Generation?

• Those born after 1993, have only known life with
the web

“A generation whose first port of call for knowledge is the
internet through Google’s search engine, as opposed to
books, libraries or traditional (off-line) information sources

(CIBER, 2008)”

CIBER 2008: Information Behaviour of the Researcher of the Future.
http://pressandpolicy.bl.uk/Press-Releases/Pioneering-research-shows-Google-Generation-is-a-myth-32b.aspx



Who are the Generation?



Visualising the Census
– Back in 1841

British Library



Output Area Classification

http://www.statistics.gov.uk/about/methodology_by_theme/area_classification/oa/downloads/supergroup4.pdf



Output Area Classification

Map data CC-By-SA OpenStreetMap, Census data Copyright ONS



Output Area Classification

Map data CC-By-SA OpenStreetMap, Census data Copyright ONS



Index of Multiple Deprivation

Contains Boundary Data Crown Copyright



US Census 2010

• “The 2010 US Census has begun publishing its
detailed demographic data state by state and the
race now begins to see which data geeks can do
the coolest things with the information. Remember
when large-scale social data was only collected
once a decade? When terms like "social graph"
and "interest graph" didn't even exist?”

http://www.readwriteweb.com/archives/your_neighborhood_data_visualized_startup_builds_c.php



US Census Bureau

http://www.zerohedge.com/article/interactive-visualization-2010-census-results



Mapping America

• Ethnicity “dot”
maps

• Census Bureau's
American
Community Survey

• Based on samples
from 2005 to 2009

http://projects.nytimes.com/c
ensus/2010/explorer



US – Mapping America

http://projects.nytimes.com/census/2010/explorer



WorldMapper Cartograms

http://www.viewsoftheworld.net/?p=1476
http://www.worldpopulationatlas.org/



gCensus (US)

http://www.gcensus.com/



This Tract



This Tract

• http://thistract.com/
• Built by Michal

Migurski of Stamen
Design

• Uses geolocation
• On “GitHub”

– Should be possible
to implement it for
the 2001 (and 2011)
UK census data

– “This OA”?



GapMinder

http://www.gapminder.org/



Google Public Data Explorer

http://www.google.com/publicdata/home



US Census Data Visualisation Challenge

http://www.visualizing.org/contests/eyeo-data-visualization-challenge/



CensusProfiler
Image-based

Faster on the web browser
Not delivering restricted data to
the web browser

Open Source software
Leverage the powerful
OpenLayers mapping software

More powerful than Google Maps
equivalent

An active development community
Full access to the underlying code
– greater flexibility

“Slippy” map
Intuitive
Encourages exploration

Map data CC-By-SA OpenStreetMap, Aerial imagery Copyright Google, Census data Copyright ONS



CensusProfiler
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CensusProfiler

Map data CC-By-SA OpenStreetMap, Aerial imagery Copyright Google, Census data Copyright ONS



CensusProfiler + Google Earth

Aerial imagery Copyright Google, Boundary data Crown Copyright, Census data Copyright ONS



CensusProfiler + Google Earth

Aerial imagery Copyright Google, Boundary data Crown Copyright, Census data Copyright ONS



CensusProfiler + Google Earth

Aerial imagery Copyright Google, Boundary data Crown Copyright, Census data Copyright ONS



Future of Census Visualisation

• Depersonalised census data can be part of the
#opendata movement

• It is “Big Data”
• There is an army of amateur visualisers waiting

to create innovative graphics from the data
• We have a PhD at UCL who will be creating

demographics from the 2011 UK census data



The Census Gap

Map data CC-By-SA OpenStreetMap, Boundary data Crown Copyright, Census data Copyright ONS



Future of Census Visualisation

• Choropleths to show specific value or % differences
• Heatmaps to show general patterns of differences
• Fade between years
• Swipe maps

Map data CC-By-SA OpenStreetMap, Boundary data Crown Copyright, Census data Copyright ONS, Police data from police.uk



Future of Web Visualisation

• HTML5
– Replaces Flash, Silverlight

• Not just on a Computer
– Mobile
– Tablet

• Not just a Website
– Social network embedding
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